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Briefe report of the late ſeruice in Britaigne, b 
the Prince de Dombes Generall of >", ur 
Kings Army in thoſe partes, aſſiſted with her Ma- 
ieſties forces at this preſent there, vnderthe con- 
dud of Sir Iohn Norreis : aduertiſed by letters 
here reſident from the faid Prince tothe Kings 
Ambaſſadour,with her Maieſty, and confirmed 
bylike aduertiſements from others, imployed in 
that ſeruice. 


Publiſhed, to aunſwere the ſlanderons bruites raiſed of late 
by ſome ewill affetted to that and other good a- 
ions, undertaken againſt the enemy of 
Gods true Religion. 
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1 Frer the winning ofthe Towne of 
©.) Gumzamp , the purpole of the 
(Lg! Princewas, to hauec aſſailed the 
{| Towne of Morlaix, to the ende to 
haue reduced the fayd Town, and 
S| the reſt of Baſſe-Britagne to the 
—_ Kings art ar. | Howbeir not- 
withſtanding that the Duke of Mercewy was remo- 
ved from Porntizy, where he ioyned with four thou- 
{and Spaniards, vnder the leading of Don Tuan de 
Lagula and was marching towards Morlaix , by the 
way of Corlay. | 
The Prince hauing diſcovered the forces of the 
ſaide Duke, which were of ſeauen hundred horſe, 
foure thouſand Spaniards, and two thouſand Har- 
cekiifiersPrench: Confidered how dangetous it 


might be to ingage his Army beforea towne, vntill 
he Bhs Mais ofthe fielde, the enemy being of 
more ſtrength then he, andin a countrey of aduan- 
tage, and where he might bee aſhſted with a multi- 
tude of peifants,long before armedand reſolued for 
the enemy. 
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4. 
Vpon theſe difficulties, the Prince made ſtay a- 
bout the Towne of Gzingcamp,alwell to the 
fortifications,as to repaire the breach made by hys 
Canon, (the better to afſure the Towne from the 
enemy) as toattend the bringing of two Canons,& 
two Culuerings,drawne from Breſt to Lagnon, with 
certayne powder, bullets, and other munition, con- 
uayed out of England to Pinpaont, to the end that the 


lame being in place of aſſurance, the enemy might | 


nottake occaſion todriue the Prince from his other 
enterpriſcs. 

The cighto __ prOede Mercer I 
at Corlay, within threeleagues of Gungcamp, a caſtle 
"—_— to hold forthe king,but in the -ofſeſion 
of Madame de Guymenay , whole brother , Monſieur 
de Be inis licfetenant to the Duke de Mercaur 


ſo that it ſemed the partie was made before hand,for | 


the next day afterthey didarriue, the caſtle rendred 
withourſecing the Canon, and the Captain remay- 
ned with the enemy : &fr6 thatplace the Duke ſent 
tothe Priace a Trompeter about certaine priſoners 
ofours, taken at Corlay,, who fignifyed to the fayd 
Princethathe had in charge fi the Duke, to catreat 
him to appoint ſomeplace of Battaile:wherunto the 
Prince made aun{were,thar it was the moſt accepta- 
ble newes that could be brought vnto him, anda 
thing which he often ooghe and defired, and whet- 
vAto at this-time,hehoped to enforce the ſaid Duke 
rwhomhe would.or return anſverby themourh 
ofa Trompeter, which mightbe difaduowed, by 


; | 
by a writing ſigned with his owne hand,which 
accordingly performedas followeth, 


The Prince de Dombes Gouernour for the King in 
Daxlphine, and Generall of his army in the Pro- 
vince of Britazgne. 


\ Fables a meſſage deliuered to the ſayd Prince by a T rom- 
peter ſent to him from the Duke of Mercoeur,for other 
cauſes, by the which hee was ng - aſſrene and 
make choiſe of ſome lace of battaile, deſired by the 
Duke: rej kl raves [p x: & of that _ rr 
by a T rompeter, might be diſadvowed, and deſiring as -e- 
wer ſuthence his fof comming into that Conntrey, that ſeme 
bike occaſion might be offered whereby the miſeries and ca- 
lamites of the ſame might hanean end, which he had made 
Pl "7; ects, thought meet for the better aduancing of 
Tons a worke, by this writing ſigned with his hand , aud 
ſent by a T rompeter of his owne, ts ſignify to the ſayd Dake 
deMercceur, that the thing he moſt deſired, was to come 
tothe iſſue of ſo happie a day, and therefore would yeeld ntg 
bins the choyſe of the dey and place for that encounter , ſs 
thatthe place of meeting be capable to receine the two armies 
inorder of Battaile , and to anoyd the delayes that - might 
growe by want of reſolution herein, he thought the Lawne 
of 'Menay were fitte for this purpoſe, concluding , that if 
this honorable reſolution ſhould chance to be differed vppon 
4ny alteration whatſoexer on either part: het —__ 
dath proteſt before God and the world, that the and 
reputation of him that ſhall herein ny 
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6 
the taint and preiudice that ſhall grow thereof. 
Dated at Jef Guingcamp,the ſexenth of 
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The 8, ofTune the Duke of Mercewy remooued © 
from Corlay to Saint Gilles, two ſmall leagues diſtant | 
fro. Chaſteau-Laudran : The ſame day allo the Prince | 


departed from Guingcamp,about three of the clocke 
inthe morning, and lodged that night at Chaſteau- 
Laudran,where his own Trumpeter with the Trum- 
peter of the Duke de Merczur met him, and deliue- 
redan anfivere from the ſaid Duke ſigned with his 
hand, the contents whereof —emoaks. q 


The Duke de Merceewr and of Penthieure Peere of 
France, Prince of the Holy Empire, Lorde ot 
Martiguesand Goucrnour of B7tazpe. 


Pawns peruſed the writing of the Prince de Dombes, 

ſent,vpon the challenge of battel Acliuered by his trum 
peter : euen as he hath many times ſought the occaſion, and 
4 efarin i nothing more, _ by a battel to free this Promince 


oa ,by the | 


rar Jon the ſaid Prince into the ſame and to withſtand the 
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ant ruine thereof like to enſue, «a2 ang day : 


[Ecticall "nb hem ; 4 7 © wonpy re- 
ligion : for the deſire he hath to 4 F 
= begawſe the day and is referred to his Jong 649, 


reſolued to be reatly with his army on T horſeday next at ten | 


of the clocke in the morning, in the fitteſt place for ſuch an a- 
ion 
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Zion betweene Corlay and Guingcamp, aud to cone on- 
ward the beſt part of the way : which ought not to be refuſed 
or | rn ws of any place more remote or unfit with 
out diſhonour. T he ſaid Duke paying before God ( from 
a 6p ot Uidtorie ) that he 
neuer had ather intext,aud that if the ſaide Prince ſhal ei- 
ther refuſe or diferre this offer ,he ſhal ſhew to the world,thas 
his aftions are not anſwerable to his bragges, and ſhal there- 
by blemaſh his honour and reputation . Dated at the Campe 
at Corlay the 8. of Iune 1597. 


Hercunto the Prince for many good reſons,gaue 
ſuch reply as the D. might perceme, that he woulde 
not contend with him only in termes opprobrious, 


" © burtogiae him allthe prouocation that poſſible hee 
' F mighttocometo handſtrokes returned him this an- 


{lwere. 


 ThePrince de Dowbes Gouernour of Daulphine, 
Lieutenant Generall forthe King in- his armie 
iN Britarene. 


| | Aung ſcene the anſwere of Duke Mercoeur of the 


eight of this maxeih ſigned with his hand 21pon the af- 


J {er made of the day and place of battel t9 be ginen , ſaith, he 


mas ſent AI, 01 1 and puniſh thoſe that 
are tratterouſly rebelled againſt the King of whome theſatde 
Duke being chiefe, dothmanifeſt how be eth and fea- 
reth the preſence of the [ard Prince, and the paine awd 


Pt 
niſbineat of 17s rebellion : andin regard of the lewd imputa- 
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tions ginen by his anſwer to the King, cs to the ſaid Prince, 
he ſaith he lyeth, and ſhal lie as often as he ſhall ſo ſay. Atthe 
Campe at Chaſteau-Laudran the ninth of Inne. 1597. 


T his Cartel was ſent by a trumpeter , and delinered to 
the Duke in the preſence of many of the principal men 
of his army. 


THe Duke greatly moued with this Cartell,did 

openly by a ſolemne othe vowe within three 
daies to offer battaile to the Prince, and on the g.of 
Tunebeing wer & that day inciped 
Quelenec a Village about a league anda halfe from 
Chaſteau-Laudran, (cituateatthe foore of a high hill, 
which by deepe hedges,ditches and incloſures,con- 


frontedalittleheath of two miles compas, to which ' Þ 


Heath vpon thediſcouery of the approach of the e- 
nemy by the army, the Prince mounteth on horſe- 


backe, and goeth to diſcerneand make choiſe of the 


_ for the battaile berweene the ennemy and 
ima,and findeth about three quarters of a league 
of the Village aforeſaide, alarge plaine or Heath, 
Skirted in the fide of theenimie with a Coppice, by 
alice hill,& the ground raiſed with ditches of great 
aduantage for the enemie, who by three large palla- 
ges Fog: withoutany dithculty,enter into the ſaid 
Pr 


Thetenth day of Tune, the ennemy, within one 
quarter ofa league of the Heath, ſheweth his whole 
army in order of battaile vpon the top of ahill : the 
Prince 
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9 
Prince. on the other {ide put his troups inordonance 
within the Heath ,-diſpoſing the ſame by the aduilc 
of Sir John Norreis into three Batrallions,whereofthe 
infanteric Engliſh made two, & the Lancekneights 
thethird. This day was ſpent with ſome lightskir- 
miſhes, entertained by our men, and followed cuen 
to the maineof theenemiesarmy. 

The 11. ofTunebeing Friday , the enemy drew 
his army to the footof the hill, andplaced hisartille- 
rie ypontheſide ofthe Heath, in a place of ſuch ad- 
uantage,asit comanded inthe natureofa Cauallicr 
all the whole Heath;where he poſſeſſed the ground 
neare about him,&: bordred al the hedges with ſhot: 
| and by the timethatthis was perfourmed ourarmy 
was marchedinto the Heathin order of battaile,and 
preſently ſent out two hundred footemen to viewe 
the countenanceof the ennemy, who aduauncing 
themſclues, charged the ennemy, draue them to 
their ſtrengths, put them from their hedgesand Bar- 
ricades, and ſlewe diuerſe ofthem . Vpon the retrait 
of theſe twohundredmen, the Duke putforthfiue 
hundred French, andthree hundred Spaniardes to 
repoſſeſle the places, whom he followed with the 
greatof hisarme. Which perceiued by the Prince, 
remaining onthe Heath with Monſieur de la Hunaul- 
deyecommandingtheauantgard, andhauing his re- 
eimentof, horſe in battaileonthe righthand of the 
white Cornet, and General NVorreis(whoin this acti- 
on; gaue good proofeof his wiledome and valour) 
Monlicur de Pogiy, deProneay awry by 

( 


fo 


de , order was giuen for the putting foorth 
ofi Ferrera commanded by. Cap- 


taine uber) Wald Sergeamemaior aneapin 
Horton, andthe Engliſh horſe lead by —_ 


Anthony Sherley, andthe skirmifh hotely 
the EA agrearnutnber of th woke 
the defence wen ; thinking to lodge them 
on theleft hand, &to haucraken ſome two or three 
houfes,8 a ſinall wood ypon theedge ofthe Heath, 
The Prince commaunded to be drawenout of the 
Bartaltion of the Eancekneights one hundred men, 
ſhotteand pikes, and one hundredandfiftie Biome 
French, lead by the Baron de Moles, backed with for- 
ry light ghthorſe, conducted by Monſieurde la Trew- 
laye, a inted toforce the enemy from the place 
they had taken. 
Thisdiredtion etondy you roſecuted by ours, 
_ if by theEngliſh, foas the enimies horſe 
andfootemen hich were inthe plaine were forced 
Form re manyflaine,andthe reft driven to fane them 
their Artillerie , where the whole 
h of Spaniardes, with the reſt of their armie 
w__ ced. Fhere was taken in this charge Mon- 
fieur * Guebrian Colonell of thefootemen of the 
ennemy by Monſieur de la T»ewblay, atid flaine Dor 
Roaerigo, chick Mazeſchall of the Spaniards, a Spa- 
niſh Capraine, andzo thenumberof rwwo hundred 
French, andthree ſcore Spaniards.” 
This reſolute charge ſo amazed the army of the 


cnemythar onion were ſuffered within tenne pe 
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ces oftheir Carmon to dilarmethe dead, lead away 
priſoners, and retiredattheir caſe, the enemy neuer 
I ee omefb 
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an exampleto the French horſe,as was i and 
much commended inal thearmy,and the comman- 
ders on foote perfourmed their partes with no leſle 
valour and reputation, namely,the Sergeant Maior, 
Carne Dolphin, and Licutenant Long, who beha- 
ued himſelfe moſt yaliantly , and receined in his bo- 
dy fiue harquebuz ſhotte : butallſuch as by Gods 
helpe within fewedayes hewill be able to returne a- 
gaincinto the field, 
Thereſidue of the day wherein this charge was 
giuen,was ſpent in ſlightskirmiſhes and canonades. 
Thetwelfth of Iune,the enemy madea very great 
ſhewe to come foorth tothe batraile , bur at the laſt, 
ſent gut ſome number of ſhotte to the skirmiſh, a- 
pro captaine Anthony Sherley with fifteen 
anda fewe foote,, madehead, and put them 
ipcedily to their heeles, purſuing them to their Bar- 
ricades, wherehis horſc was thotte in the head, and 
Maiſter Xexpe a Gentleman of that Cornet laine, 
and Maiſter Charles Blunt his horſe killed vnder him 
with the Canon, and himſelfe ſomewhat wounded. 
..-- Thethineenth of Tune, the ennemy alſo offered 
ſome light skirmiſhes , but woulde notabideanie 
charge cither of horſe or foote. 
.- Qn Monday the 14.ofIune we expected the bat- 
taile, as vadertaken by Don Inar de Lagula Cm 
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ofthe Spaniards, in thehonor of S. 7h» whoſe day 
itwas with them, butnothing was done : and that 
day —Y er, forthatthe Duke 
did e the ſame-night to diflodge , with- 
drnlving al Cannons Fa the place where they 
were planted.and the day following repaſſed the hil 
where he firſtappeared;and from thence retired to 
Luelenec, where yethe remaineth. 

The Prince hereupponafter he had continued his 
army on the Heath, 'from Friday 'the ekeavienth of 
Tune, till the fifteenth of the fame, alwayes in area- 
dines to haue giuen batraile(the weather haning bin 
for the moſt part exceeding wet)withdrew his arti 
lerie, diflodged his army.and returned euery troupe 
to theſcucrall quarters, where they had before lod- 
ged, expeQting the intention of the enemy, thereby 
to aduite of the meanes toattempt vpon him. 

The two armies continued encamped the -one 
neere to the other by the- ſpace of ſixe dayes ; in all 
which time the enimy neuer durſt preſume to-draw 
his army into the Heath, nor make choiſe ofground 
= battaile,notwithſtanding the brauery ofhis chat 

enge X fin! 44 0 
On Wedneſday rhe fixteenth day of Tune, Mon- 
fieur dela Noutwith the troupe of the Come Mont- 
gomery being an hundred Curates, andthe Conte 
de Comboarg came-vnto Chaſtrau-Laudran, whoſe 
arriuall giuerh hope of good ſuccefle in'the Kinges 
affaires, to the ruineand confuſion rergtoneyer oa 
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The Prince de Dombes in a particular Letter of 
the twentith of Tune, ſent to. the Kings Em- 
baſſadourheererefident with her Maicſty gi- 
ucth this teſtimony of the valour of our Ge- 
ncrall and Nation. 


[ Send thisbriefe d;courſe of the late att5on ,wherewithyou 
may acquaint her CMateſtie | proteſing truely-onto you, 
that I obſerue daily more and more the valour and woorth 
of Generall Norreis; whi hath IL worthely carried himſelfe 
mall theſe attions, that he hath wonne greate honour and 
reputation here , and ſo haue all the Captaines and Soul. 
drours of that Nation vmder his condutt : and if the Spa- 
niardes had had courage and valour like to theſe Engliſh 
troupes which i#hath pleaſed her Mateſtie to ſend vnto us, 
we Lt made an ende of the miſeries of this Prowece, by the 
happy iſſue of a battaile. 


And Monſieur de la Noaz in a Letter ofthe 21. of 
June tothe ſaideEmbaſſadonr,yeeldeth his 0- 
pinion of the a&fons, and of the General and 
our Nation in theſe termes: 


8 wu enemy was retired two leagues from our Army be. 
fore my arriuall, and tis ſithence gon further off : bee 
leene mee there was 


e4 braue attempt wppon him, 
B 3 x 


ſent at all that mas offered. Our determination is fill to 
dr aw the to Battatl, which can not ut al tines at onr chaiſe 
bee efſetted,, as well by reaſon of the qualtiy of the Caun- 
trey, as that the Duke of Mercoeur will commit nothin 
to hazarde . Without the ſuccour ſent hither by % 
Deeene of England, Brittaigne had beene greatly in dan- 
ger, (I meane ſo much thereof as is poſiſſed by the King) | 
who in that reſpett is greatly bound unto her Maieſty . It 
is a veric faire and gallant troupe of men,and are comman- 
ded by a moſt brane Captain Generall Norreis,4 man very 
trattable, and a we are well fitted in diſpoſition. 


